Under 13s Match Report

22nd February 2009  

Clifton 0 Cleve 22

This was a big game for Cleve having not beating Clifton in a competitive game for about six years. Steve Dando had the benefit of picking from a strong squad, with only Declan Streete mad Joe Muxworthy both having hand injuries and Callum Bird following his back injury sustained last week. After their excellent performances last week Steve kept Jack Stephens at full back and Liam Martin at Flanker. The lads were well up for this game and started very strongly and gave Clifton no space to move the ball. Cleve started moving the ball well however were not retaining possession well at the breakdown. It was not long before Cleve superior pack size and tackling started to take effect and some good movement along the line allowed James Robinson to get into full speed and to outpace his counterpart on the outside to score a try in the corner. James Floyd backed up his debut with another excellent all round performance with his tackling passing and penetrating runs. One of these runs ended in James crossing the line for the second try under the post.

With every performance the team is getting stronger as a unit with performances improving all over the pitch and everyone contributing to the final result. In the second half Clifton were not going to lay down and lets and let us walk over them, lead by their captain who in the past had been a thorn in our side was blunted by some excellent tackling by a number of Cleve players. A series of good plays lead to us getting a scrum within on the five metre line after Jack Stephens being held up and in typical fashion Wesley Long peeled off the back only to be harshly disallowed. Again we had a scrum five and this time Wesley went down the blind side to score a try.  Cleve were very dominant against a very determined defence and had it been not for a few knock ons Cleve would have scored more. Eventually the hard working James Floyd got his reward with a run from his own half to score under the post that was duly converted by Ryan Watts. 

After the game Steve Dando was very pleased and is getting more pleased with every performance that the team have a growing confidence and team spirit. Again it was a great team performance and the effort put in by the lads is now showing in results on the pitch. Lets hope we can make it a clean sweep of victories in our pool by beating Cinderford next week

Full Gallery at www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s  

